Work Load

In August we experienced our
busiest month in six years of opera-
tions. Fortunately Scott Ebbett has
joined the staff permanently to enable
us to cope with this increase in work.

Internet Web Site

Since its inception the US Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency have al-
ways been very generous in sharing
their information. We referred to their
methods in the May issue of Fresh Air.

Recently they have improved their
system by creating an Emissions Meas-
urement Center. The address is:

http://www.epa.gov/ttn/emc

This site lists sampling methods
for dozens of different emissions,
many specialised by industry (e.g. Sam-
pling and Analysis for Formaldehyde
Emissions from Stationary Sources in
the Mineral Wool Industry). We are able
to download and print these methods
and can provide them as part of our
routine reporting of results.

Droplet Emissions

Wet scrubbers are generally as-
sumed to saturate stack gases concur-
rently with performing their designed
task of removing contaminants.

Occasionally they malfunction
resulting in super-saturation; i.e. add-
ing droplets to the gas stream. This is
undesirable for several reasons:

*loss of pollution control efficiency
*large increase in emissions
* testing made more difficult
* processing adversely affected

From our point of view there are
ways of getting around the difficulty
of obtaining a valid result. However,
one can say with a fair degree of con-
fidence that such a result is likely to
indicate excess emissions.

Itis better therefore to service the
scrubber before testing, rather than try-

ing to prove the obvious.
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Air Quality Working Group

We referred to this group in our December
1994 issue. Itisa group of air consent adminis-
trators, primarily from Regional Councils, that
meets periodically to compare notes. In the ab-
sence of national standards from the Ministry
for the Environment it is the only forum for dis-
cussing the achievement of some degree of uni-
formity in the application of RMA law.

This year the Group has discussed ambi-
ent air monitoring programmes, handling of
odour complaints, consent reviews (before a
consent has expired), ambient air monitoring
aimed at specific companies and particulate
monitoring for particles less than 10 microns
(PM, ) and less than 2.5 microns (PM, ).

Graham Environmental
Consulting Ltd

We offer our congratulations to Bruce
Graham now that his firm is one year old.

Bruce has just returned to New Zealand
after spending most of the last six months over-
seas. Much of that time was spent looking at
toxic waste problems around the Pacific Islands.
He also spent a month in Nepal working on a
pesticide management project.

And speaking of pesticides, we were pleased
to learn that the case against Watercare Services
(Bruce’s client) for contamination of a water
supply was dismissed.

‘I mean, it seems so silly to spend a lot of money on
pollution when no one wants it anyway’

Air Emissions:

Aldehydes Apt, Aug, Dec 96
Motor Vehicles Aug 96
Hydrocarbon Aug 95
Standards Apr 95
Testing Guidelines Dec 94
Toxic Heavy Metal Aug 95
Training Course Aug 95
Association of Consulting
Laboratories Aug 96
Charges Jun 97
Health & Safety Aug 96, Jun 97
Income Tax Deduction Apr 95
Marketing Survey Aug 94
Odour Measurement Dec 94
Particle Size Analysis Apr 95
Process Engineering Dec 97

Reporting of ResultsDec 94, Dec 97, May 98
RMA:
Air Quality Workshop
CASANZ Workshop

Apr 96
Dec 96

Cumulative Index for ‘Fresh Air’

Case Law Aug 95, Jun 97
Guidelines for Air Quality Aug 94
(Air Quality Working Group) Oct 98

Guidelines for Emission Testing Dec 94
MIE Source Testing Dec 97, May 98

Testing:
Access Dec 94
Ambient Air Aug 94
BA Gear Aug 94
Combustion Flue Gas ~ Dec 94, Apr 95
Detection limits May 98
Methods from internet  May 98, Oct 98
Occupational Health May 98
Organics Dec 97

Particulate Test Port RequirementsDec 94
Quality Assurance Aug 95, May 98

Stack Monitors Dec 96
Safety Dec 94
Test Methods Apr 95
Wet Weather Aug 94

Copies of the above newsletters are available on request.
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